
L.A. COUNTY COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS, L.A. CITY AND COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF PARKS AND RECREATION AND PARTNERS

RECEIVE A NATIONAL AWARD FOR TEENS MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY

For it leadership coordinating Teens Make A Difference Day 2007, a countywide day of volunteer and community service, the Human Relations Commission and eight other agencies and non-profit partners were selected as one of ten National Award recipients by USA Weekend Magazine and Points of Light Foundation.  

At its April 22, 2008 meeting, the Board of Supervisors presented scrolls to Robin Toma, Executive Director of the Human Relations Commission, Russ Guiney, Executive Director of L.A. Dept. of Parks and Recreations and representatives of Connect LA, L.A. City Department of Recreation and Parks – Class Parks Program, LAUSD Health Education Programs, LAUSD Beyond the Bell branch, L.A. Junior Chamber of Commerce and L.A. Conservation Corps Clean n Green program.

To highlight the award, youth from Jesse Owens Park were featured on the cover and in the story on the ten national award recipients in the April 27 issue of USA Weekend Magazine in Sunday newspapers nationwide, for their volunteer efforts during the 2007 Teens Make A Difference Day. 
On Saturday, October 27, 2007, an estimated 3,000 teens at 65 different locations in over 20 cities throughout Los Angeles County participated in Teens Make A Difference Day.  The Human Relations Commission, whose mission is to foster harmonious and equitable intergroup relations, empower communities and institutions, engage in non-violent conflict resolution and promote an informed and inclusive multicultural society spearheaded this collaborative effort as part of the 14th annual National Make A Difference Day.  L.A. County’s teen-oriented initiative was matched with the Commission’s zerohour: No Haters Here! youth initiative and two volunteer interns Juan Huezo, a recent graduate from UCLA, and Xochitl Rodriguez, a senior at Bonita High School in La Verne, were volunteer coordinators of the project.  
Teens were encouraged and supported to implement one-time or on-going self-initiated volunteer and community service projects in their community teens were encouraged to consider collaborative projects with other teens from different racial and ethnic, or geographic communities or organizations in order to strengthen and improve intergroup relations and understanding among and between teens.
Highlights include a project at Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreatio’s Kenneth Hahn Park State Recreation Area where 80 teens from Crenshaw High School’s Eco Club under the guidance of park staff and volunteers from the Sierra Club camped out at the park in order to develop awareness about the environment. Their community service included walking the trails and picking up litter.  Then they met with a local botanist who taught them about the local flora in the park that are native to California and culminated in teens planting drought resistance trees, shrubs and flowers. 

 A second highlight was 16, Cool, And Giving Back, held at the House of Blues in West Hollywood. This was a unique project because it was a fundraiser coordinated by Saleem Thompson of Culver City High for his 16th birthday party as a way for friends, classmates and family members to give much needed help to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Coalition by donating money rather than buying him presents. Almost 500 teens and adults attended and money was raised to donate to LA Homelessness Coalition.   The event served as a celebration, a fundraiser and a creative way to spread awareness about the 90,000+ homeless living in Los Angeles. 

 Teens learned about leadership, teamwork and the importance of giving back and contributing to their neighbors, fellow community residents, and to improving the quality of life for the 10 million residents in the 88 cities of Los Angeles County.  
We are confident that all of the projects had at least one common element, that ‘Teens can truly Make A Difference! 

Plans are already underway for a bigger and better effort for Teens Make a Difference Day in October 2008.  Marjorie Matsushita, co-founder of Connect LA, donated $800 for prize money to award to ten of the 2007 projects for creativity and commitment, which will be awarded at a teen conference on Saturday, May 31 at Expo Center in Exposition Park from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  For more information on planning  a project in October, or to attend the May 31 youth conference, contact Gustavo Guerra-Vasquez at (213) 974-7626.
